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Staying In-Bounds:  The Joy of MLA Format

Begin your assignment here.  Do not forget to use GERRC paragraph format if you are creating an analysis.  In addition, do not forget to stay in present tense and write in the third person (avoiding “I”, “we”, “us”, “you”) in an attempt to maintain some semblance of an academic tone.  

Avoid contractions and cite your work by using parenthetical references and embedding quotations.  The best kind of paper will embed the quotation directly into the analysis.  So one might comment (and this might be considered a wildly imaginative comment) on Dr. Seuss’ evocation of the gutt-wrenching image of the cat, a symbol of feline sensibility, devouring the “green eggs and ham” (Seuss 4).  Because Seuss himself began as a cartoonist and humourist, and because he worked in the army for a time (“Geisel, Theodor Seuss”) this could account for his somewhat unorthodox sense of humour.
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